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Margate Business Association Scholarship Awards
 Two Outstanding Margate Students
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Anna Maria Blescia-Courter
Executive Director, Margate Business Association
609-822-1129

Margate, NJ – The Margate Business Association (MBA) has awarded two $2,500 scholarships to graduating Margate residents for their academic achievement, community involvement, and thoughtful essays examining the impact of artificial intelligence on everyday life.

This year's recipients are Madison Bloom, a graduate of Holy Spirit High School who will study Speech Pathology at West Chester University, and Gianna Pepe, a graduate of Ocean City High School who plans to major in Psychology at Stockton University.

Founded by Margate residents Dr. Daniel and Maria Walters, the Margate Business Association Scholarship Program has awarded more than $140,000 in scholarships to local students since its inception.

The 2026 essay competition challenged applicants to explore the role of artificial intelligence in everyday life and its impact on the future. Students shared thoughtful perspectives and, in many cases, personal experiences with AI as it relates to education, career aspirations, and personal growth. While recognizing AI as a valuable and evolving tool, applicants overwhelmingly agreed that technology can never replace the importance of interpersonal relationships, networking, critical thinking, and hard work. Applications are submitted to judges without the student’s name attached.

The Margate Business Association Scholarship Program was established to recognize and support local students who demonstrate academic excellence, community involvement, leadership, and a commitment to higher education. Funds for the scholarship are raised through annually organized MBA events.
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Photo 1: Margate Business Association Scholarship recipients Gianna Pepe and Madison Bloom.

Photo 2 (L-R): MBA Board Member Chrissy Tracy; Scholarship Recipient Gianna Pepe; Scholarship Recipient Madison Bloom; MBA Treasurer Nancy Lynch; and MBA President Ed Berger.

Photo 3 (L-R): Joseph Pepe; Patricia Pepe; MBA Board Member Chrissy Tracy; Scholarship Recipient Gianna Pepe; Scholarship Recipient Madison Bloom; Michele Bloom; MBA Treasurer Nancy Lynch; and MBA President Ed Berger.
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